
 , 
select the image and choose Format > Image > Reduce Image File Size.

 To reduce the sizes of all masked and resized (shrunk) images, and shortened videos, 
choose File > Reduce File Size.

Reducing the Size of Media 
Files” on page 104.

Note:  
to restore them to their original size. If you later want to restore their original size, you 

Removing the Background or Unwanted Elements from an Image
The Instant Alpha tool enables you to make parts of an image transparent in order to 
remove the image background. 

You’ll get the best results removing solid colors with clear boundaries around them.  
To remove areas that are less distinct, select a smaller area and repeat the process.

To remove unwanted elements:
 1 Select the image.

 2 Click Alpha in the toolbar (or choose Format > Instant Alpha).

 3 Click the color you want to make transparent, and then drag slowly over it.

Dragging selects the contiguous 
area that uses colors similar to 
the color you click.

As you drag, the selection grows to include the contiguous area that uses similar 
colors. You can control how much of the image is selected by dragging less or more.

If you hold down the Option key while you drag, all instances of the color that you’re 
dragging over will be removed from the image.
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 4 Repeat step 3 as many times as you like.

Dragging more here...

...selects more of 
the image.

You can restore the parts removed from the image at any time. To revert to the original 
image, choose Format > Remove Instant Alpha. To restore parts of the image removed 
using Instant Alpha, choose Edit > Undo Instant Alpha until the parts have been 
restored.

Changing an Image’s Brightness, Contrast, and Other Settings
You can change the brightness, contrast, and other settings of images to improve their 

To adjust an image:
 1 Select the image.

 2 Choose View > Show Adjust Image.

Adjust the contrast of light 
and dark tones.

Change the color intensity.
Introduce more warmth 

or coolness. Change the amount of red 
or green tones.

Sharpen or soften 
the focus.

Adjust shadows and highlights.

Understand the relationship 
between shadows and highlights.

Change the levels of dark 
and light tones.

Restore original settings.

Adjust the lightness.

Enhance colors 
automatically.


